
October 11, 2024

The Honorable Patty Murray                                                  The Honorable Susan Collins 
Chair                                                                                       Vice Chair                   
Senate Appropriations Committee                                         Senate Appropriations Committee
Room S-128, The Capitol                                                       413 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510                                                        Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Tom Cole                                                       The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman                                                                                Ranking Member                                
House Appropriations Committee                                          House Appropriations Committee
H-405 The Capitol                                                                  1036 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515                                                          Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Murray, Vice Chair Collins, Chairman Cole, and Ranking Member DeLauro: 

As you work to complete the Fiscal Year 2025 appropriations bills, we write to urge the swift passage of
a robust and comprehensive disaster supplemental appropriations bill. Congress must work together to 
address the pressing needs of communities across the nation that were devastated by recent natural 
disasters, including Hurricanes Milton, Helene, Francine, Debby, and Beryl, as well as other severe 
weather, including flooding, wildfires, and hail storms.

This is the second straight year FEMA's Disaster Relief Fund (DRF) was nearly depleted, causing 
FEMA to delay long-term recovery projects and planning. We must accept our new reality of the 
increasing frequency and severity of disasters and fully fund our disaster relief programs. A 
comprehensive disaster supplemental bill should provide essential funding to our most critical federal 
programs, including FEMA’s DRF, Small Business Administration's disaster loan program, USDA’s 
disaster relief programs, HUD’s Community Development Block Grant for Disaster Recovery (CDBG-
DR), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' flood control efforts, among others. By supporting these 
programs, Congress can ensure that communities have the resources they need for immediate response 
and long-term recovery while also strategically investing in disaster mitigation and resilience.

The most recent and visceral example of the need for a comprehensive disaster supplemental bill can be 
found in the catastrophic aftermath of Hurricane Helene, which made landfall in Florida's Big Bend 
region on September 26. It has been recorded as one of the most powerful storms to strike the United 
States. Helene has now made its way through Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, leaving loss of life and utter devastation across the Southeast. Another major storm has made
catastrophic damage to the state of Florida with Hurricane Milton making landfall on Florida’s west 
coast on October 9, 2024. 

FEMA and federal, state, community, and voluntary partners continue providing resources to aid 
response efforts across the Southeast as survivors begin recovering. Congress must demonstrate to the 
American people that our government still works and can carry out essential functions, such as helping 



those impacted by disaster recover in their greatest time of need, and funding the programs to protect us 
from the next disaster.  

Again, we urge you to support this critically needed funding for our nation. Thank you very much for 
considering our urgent request.  

Sincerely,

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress
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Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

James C. Moylan
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Cc: 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer, Majority Leader, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell, Republican Leader, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Mike Johnson, Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries, Democratic Leader, U.S. House of Representatives 
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